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Heather Brown is a survivor of human trafficking and now an advocate, fighting and being the 

voice for those who have yet to be heard. Those who know her will tell you that she is an 

inspiration and has made a remarkable recovery turning her “scars into stars.”  

Heather does what she does to honor God and the men and women, young and old, that she has 

had the opportunity walk alongside while being trafficked, and through restoration. Though she 

has received many commendations and awards, serves officially in several anti-human trafficking 

roles, including board member of the Iowa Network Against Human Trafficking, at the end of the 

day, she says; “she is just Heather, a fighter, educator, and advocate.”   

 

 

Teresa Davidson is a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner that fights human trafficking as Iowa’s first 

Anti-Human Trafficking Coordinator in a hospital, a board member of the Iowa Network Against 

Human Trafficking, and co-founder of Chains Interrupted, a nonprofit dedicated to fight human 

trafficking in Eastern Iowa and beyond.  

Teresa's passion to fight human trafficking began on a mission trip to Africa where she saw 

children being victimized by this crime. She has since led/served on multiple mission trips to 

continue the fight.  

Teresa has received the Governor's Service Award for her work in Anti-Human Trafficking, Iowa’s 

100 Great Nurses Award, and in October 2019, President Trump appointed her to serve on the 

federal Public-Private Partnership Advisory Council to End Human Trafficking.   

 

Councilmember Ashley Vanorny was born and raised in Cedar Rapids. She learned the value 

of hard work by helping out on her family’s Century farm. She attended local public schools in 

Cedar Rapids. She enjoys time with her dog Lady Vanorny. 

In 2017 she became the second youngest Councilmember to serve Iowa’s second largest city, Cedar 

Rapids. Currently she serves on the Development Committee, Public Safety and Youth Services 

Committee, Safe, Equitable, and Thriving (S.E.T.) Grant Committee, Area Ambulance Board of 

Directors, and is a Corridor Municipal Policy Organization member. 

She currently works in healthcare administration and is very active on various boards and within 

multiple nonprofit organizations. 

 

 

Jim Howard brings a wealth of knowledge and skills to the church safety and security industry. 

He is the Founder and Executive Director of Trinity Security Allies, in Trinity FL, training 

churches across the US since 2006 on how to protect their congregations as well as working with 

educating major corporations on safety and trends in workplace violence. Jim is the author of 

“God’s Unseen Plan” detailing the repercussions of domestic violence. 

Jim served as an Air Force Reservist and spent 26 years at the Norfolk PD in a multitude of capacities 
including Vice and Narcotics Investigator and Crisis Negotiation Trainer. After retirement Jim spent 
a few years in the private sector working in worldwide security analysis and public safety software. 
In 2008, Jim returned to law enforcement as Detective of the Belleair PD, leaving in 2017 to work 
full time in ministry as well as an adjunct instructor for St. Pete College – instructing legal, crime 
scene to courtroom classes and is the lead firearms instructor. 
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